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Summary of Bill:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB713hst.html" ��Assembly Bill (AB) 713�  Under current law, one law enforcement agency may respond to a request for assistance from another law enforcement agency.  The requesting agency is responsible for defending a responding officer in a civil action arising out of the officer’s response and for indemnifying the officer for the amount of any civil penalties imposed or damages awarded in such an action.  The responding agency is responsible for personnel costs (such as the salary and benefits of the responding officers) and other costs related to a response (such as damage to equipment), but may bill the requesting agency for these costs.  Current law does not apply to tribal law enforcement agencies.





AB 713 authorizes tribal law enforcement agencies both to request assistance from state, county and municipal law enforcement agencies and to respond to requests for assistance from such agencies.  The bill assigns responsibility for defending and indemnifying officers in civil actions arising out of a response and responsibility for the costs associated with a response in the same manner as current law.





To ensure that a tribe’s responsibility for the costs of a law enforcement agency that responds to its request for assistance can be enforced, AB 713 limits the authority of a state, county or municipal law enforcement agency to respond to a request for assistance from a tribal law enforcement agency to cases in which one of the following applies:





The tribe has adopted a resolution waiving its sovereign immunity to the extent required to allow enforcement of this responsibility in state courts or a resolution that the Department of Justice (DOJ) determines has the same effect.





The tribe maintains insurance to cover these costs up to specified limits.





The responding law enforcement agency has an agreement with the tribal law enforcement agency under which the responding law enforcement agency accepts the responsibility for these costs.





AB 713 requires that, for one of the foregoing actions to have the effect of allowing a nontribal law enforcement agency to respond to a request for assistance from a tribal law enforcement agency, the tribal law enforcement agency must have provided a copy of the resolution, insurance policy, or agreement to DOJ and DOJ must have posted the document or a notice of the document on the Internet site that it maintains for exchanging information with law enforcement agencies.





Fiscal Effect:


The WI DOJ estimates no effect to the state and an indeterminate effect to local units of government.





Supporters Message:


AB 713 would enhance the relationship between tribal law enforcement agencies and state, county, and municipal law enforcement agencies.  This bill would also increase the available manpower that could respond to situations within affected districts.





Opponents Message:


Some may argue that this bill will increase costs to local agencies.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Ann Hraychuck (Assembly author), Carrie Kahn of Sen. Bob Jauch’s office (Senate author), Lac du Flambeau Police Department and St. Croix Tribal Police Department.  The following groups registered in favor: Lac du Flambeau Tribe, St. Croix Tribe, Sen. Lena Taylor, Sen. Spencer Coggs, and Menominee Indian Tribe.  The following groups registered in favor with the WI Ethics Board: Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, League of WI Municipalities, Oneida Tribe of Indians of WI, and St. Croix Chippewa Indians of WI.
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Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 713, nor registered against it with the WI Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On February 24, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice recommended passage of AB 713 on a unanimous vote of 11-0.





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Daniel Lindstedt; Office of Rep. Joel Kleefisch (6-8551)
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