
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 709 requires retail establishments with at least three employees on duty to provide access to employee-only restrooms to individuals who have medical conditions such as Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS), inflammatory bowel disease, incontinence, Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis, or use an ostomy device, when a public restroom is not readily available.  There will not be a burden on the establishments to alter their facilities to accommodate these individuals, and they are protected from liability should the individual get hurt while accessing the restroom.  This bill also requires individuals to show proof of an eligible medical condition, and provides a penalty for violations.





Fiscal Effect:


None.





Supporters Message:


AB 709 will allow individuals suffering from these conditions to have the security and comfort of knowing there is a restroom available, so they may frequent retail establishments without the fear of not having access to a restroom if needed.  





Opponents Message:


None.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Karl Van Roy; Rep. Jim Soletski; Sen. Jeff Plale; Kent Olsen





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 709, and no one registered with the GAB against AB 709.





Committee Vote:


On February 17, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business recommended passage of AB 716 13-0 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Natolie Hochhausen; Office of Rep. Rich Zipperer (6-5120)
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