

Summary of Bill:





Under current law, an individual may designate another person to dispose of his or her remains.  This authorization must be witnessed by two people or signed by a notary public.





Assembly Bill 700 would allow a member of the U.S. armed forces to execute their final disposition in a manner and on a form issued by the federal Department of Defense.





Fiscal Effect:





There is no fiscal impact to this bill.  





Supporters Message:





Assembly Bill 700 would allow service members to use DD Form 93 as an acceptable document for the final disposition of their remains.  This bill clears up confusion regarding disposition of remains for service members and reduces the likelihood of civil actions between families regarding the remains of a loved one.  This bill will allow for the final wishes of veterans to be recognized.





Opponents Message:





None.





Key Supporters:





Rep. Steve Hilgenberg (author) and Senator John Lehman (author).  The Veterans of Foreign Wars registered in favor at the public hearing.  No group registered in favor of the bill or against with the Government Accountability Board.  





Key Opponents:





None.





Committee Vote:





On March 2, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommended passage of Assembly Bill 700, on a vote of 10-0-0. 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Waylon Hurlburt; Office of Representative Kevin Petersen (6-3794)
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