
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 690 – This legislation exempts food sold by any licensed child welfare facility from the sales and use tax.  Child welfare facilities can include residential care centers, group homes, treatment foster care, and day treatment programs.





Assembly Amendment 1 to AB 690 – This amendment deletes the material on page 2, line 2 beginning with “child” and ending with “facility” on line 3 and substitutes “facility certified or” to broaden the exemption for child welfare facilities (suggested by DCF).  [Adopted 8-0]





Fiscal Effect:





A fiscal estimate prepared by DOR states that Assembly Bill 690 is expected to result in a minimal reduction in state and local sales tax collections. DOR’s costs under the bill are expected to be absorbed within existing expenditure authority.





Supporters Message:





This legislation simply corrects an oversight that leaves out child welfare programs from the sales and use tax exemption that currently applies to facilities such as hospitals, retirement homes, and nursing homes.





Opponents Message:





No opposing arguments were made against Assembly Bill 690.





Key Supporters:





Representative Dexter, 68th Assembly District - author; Senator Kreitlow, 23th Senate District - lead Senate author; Linda Hall, Wisconsin Association of Family and Childrens Agencies; Steve Foti, Oconomowoc Residential Program, Kimmie Collins, DCF; and Liz Buchen, Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 690. 





Committee Vote:





On February 17, 2010 the report by the joint survey committee on Tax Exemptions was received 9-0. On March 3, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Children and Families recommended passage of AB 690, as amended, on a vote of 8-0.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Dave Matzen; Office of Rep. Steve Kestell (6-8530)
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