
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill 650 – this bill makes a change to the current statute regarding bingo.  It allows minors to play bingo, as long as their parent or guardian is on the premises, but does not require that person to be sitting next to the minor while they play.





AB 650 applies only to entities that are licensed by the state.  It would not apply to bingo games offered by the tribes, such as DeJope Bingo in Madison.  Section 563.11, Stats., lists and describes what types entities may apply for a license to conduct bingo in Wisconsin.





Any bona fide religious organization.


Any bona fide charitable organization.


Any bona fide service organization (including a community-based residential facility, a senior citizen community center, and an adult family home).


Any bona fide fraternal or veterans organization.


Any organization to which contributions are deductable for federal income tax or state income or franchise tax purposes (i.e. nonprofits).








Fiscal Effect:


There was no fiscal estimate required for Assembly Bill 650.





Supporters Message:


If you’re at the County Fair and have to work concessions at the 4-H booth, this bill will allow your minor child to play bingo, even though you are not physically sitting next to them in the bingo tent.


The bill still prohibits a minor from conducting bingo (conducting bingo includes any activity that assists in operation of the game, such as handing out cards or other supplies, calling numbers, collecting money and/or paying out prizes).


The bill does not apply to bingo games that are not licensed by the state.  (It would not apply to any bingo games operated by Wisconsin’s Native American Tribes).





Opponents Message:


Bingo is a form of gambling, and children should have a parent present if they are going to play bingo.





Key Supporters:


Representative Amy Sue Vruwink (Author) and Senator Jeff Plale (Co-sponsor).





Key Opponents:


No individual or organization testified or registered against AB 650 in committee, and nobody registered against it with the Government Accountability Board.





Committee Vote:


On January 27, 2010, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Homeland Security recommended passage of AB 57 on a vote of 6-0 (Ballweg & Pope-Roberts excused).





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Vince Williams; Office of Rep. Joan Ballweg (6-8077)
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