
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 646 - Under current law the local clerks are required to retain the information in a detachable recording device for 22 months after an election. This creates an expense for the local clerks as the recording devices require special software and hardware to remove the information from the devices.





AB-646 as amended will allow the clerks in non-federal elections to erase the data from the devices after 14 days to allow for the reuse of the devices. There is already a hard copy of the information that will be erased in addition to differing requirements if there is a challenge to the results of the election or in the event of a recount. The amendment will require the saving of the data for the newer election machines that are compatible with a removable memory device. At current time only machines that have been put into service after January 1, 2009 would fall under the requirement to save the data electronically.





Fiscal Effect:


There is no fiscal effect listed with this bill.





Supporters Message:


Information is still being saved.


Costs to the local clerks will be reduced.


When the machines can save the information without any special needs or costs the requirement to electronically save the information kicks in. 


Eventually all machine will be required to save the information in electronic form





Opponents Message:


The current costs are nominal.


Should have just one standard.





Key Supporters:


Kevin Kennedy – GAB





Key Opponents:


No one spoke or registered against this bill.





Committee Vote:


 On April 8, 2010 the committee voted 7-0 (Stone absent) to approve the amendment to the bill which added the January 1, 2009 provision to the bill. The committee voted 7-0 (Stone absent) to pass the bill as amended.











Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Mike Pyritz; office of Rep. Stone. (6-8590)
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