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Summary of AB 638 (As Amended):


Assembly Bill 638 - Under current law, a requester has the right to inspect and make or receive a copy of a public record that appears in written form. For records that are not in a readily comprehensible form, a requester is permitted to obtain a copy of the record reduced to written form on paper. A requester may also obtain a transcript of a record that is on audio tape, or a photograph of a record when the form does not permit copying. Also under current law, a governmental unit or officer may contract with another party for the contractor to produce or collect a public record. The statutes do not set a maximum fee that contractors may charge a requester who requests a copy of a record that the contractor produced or collected.





AB 638 clarifies that a requester is entitled to receive a copy of a public record in the same format that the record is maintained, regardless of whether the record appears in written form. The bill also provides that the maximum fee a contractor may charge for obtaining a copy of a record the contractor produced or collected may not exceed the actual, necessary, and direct cost of reproduction or transcription of the record incurred by the requester making the reproduction or transcription, unless a fee is otherwise established or authorized to be established by law.





Assembly Amendment 1 specifies that only copies of land information records may be obtained in the same format that the record is maintained.  


Fiscal Effect:


No Fiscal Note was prepared for AB 638





Supporters Message:


This corrects a major deficiency in state law that currently allows a contractor who maintains public records for an authority to set an exorbitant price to obtain what should be a public record.


Opponents Message:


This would restrict the amount of “profit” that could be generated from outsourcing the maintenance of public records.


Key Supporters:


Rep. Dexter, Senator Kreitlow, WI Realtors, Katie Waltby- Reed Elsevier, WI Counties, WI BroadCasters, WI Newspapers, Brown County (Undecided), WI Bankers, WI Tech Colleges (Undisclosed) 





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 638, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.    





Committee Vote:


On March 9, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Urban & Local Affairs recommended passage of AB 638, as amended 7-0.  (Roys & Hintz Absent) 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jeff Grothman; Office of Rep. Dan LeMahieu (6-9175)
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