
Summary of Bill: 





Under current law, the Department of Transportation exempts certain vehicles or combination of vehicles transporting agricultural crops to exceed weight limits by no more than 15 percent without a permit between September 1 and November 30 of each year.  





Assembly Bill (AB) 623 simply extends the end date from November 30 to December 31.





Fiscal Effect:





DOT determined the fiscal effect is expected to be negligible with the exception of its application to portions of 1-39.  





There had been some concern with the potential loss of Federal Highway aid.  It is assumed this bill simply replaces an existing special permission for exceeding weight limits, and therefore, would be accepted by the Federal Highway Administration despite extending the current exemption on the portion of 1-39 North of 1-90/94.  FHWA did not object to similar bills in previous sessions.  The department noted the fact that the emergency exemption has been used for the past 15 years and this would only make the exemption permanent.   








Supporters Message:





By extending the end date, farmers will cut transportation costs, increasing their ability to compete with other states and countries.


This legislation is extremely vital for those farmers that are already having a difficult time dealing with the increase in gas prices over the last few years.


. 


Opponents Message:





The increased weights on roads could increase wear and tear.


Provides special consideration for certain loads, which are not allowed universally.


  





Key Supporters:





Rep. Petrowski, Sen. Kreitlow, Midwest Food Processors Association Inc, National Farmers Organization, Wisconsin Agribusiness Council





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against in committee or with the ethics board. 





Committee Vote:





On February 22, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Transportation unanimously recommended passage of AB 623. [12-0] 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Jason Bauknecht; Office of Rep. Petrowski (6-1182)
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