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Summary of AB 621:


Assembly Bill 621 was introduced at the request of the City of Milwaukee as an attempt to help improve the Milwaukee Public Library board.  





Under current law, a library board in a first class city is composed of a 12-member board that administers, supervises and creates policy in order to manage the library system.  The board is composed of the following:  the President of the School Board (or designee); the Superintendent of Schools (or designee); three members of the Common Council, appointed by the Mayor, to serve during their terms of office; five City residents, appointed by the Mayor to terms of four years, one to be named as the Mayor's representative on the Board; one City resident appointed by the President of the Common Council to a four-year term and designated as the President's representative on the board; and a member of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors (residing outside of the City) appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Board of Supervisors for a term of four years.





AB 621 makes two changes to current law:


First, the bill eliminates the requirement that the County Executive’s designee on the board must reside outside the City of Milwaukee – a change that is supported by the County Executive.  


Second, the bill alters what constitutes a quorum on the Milwaukee Public Library Board.  Under current law, a quorum constitutes 7 of the 12 members.  However, if seats are unfilled it has historically been difficult to obtain quorums, thus making it more challenging for the Board to properly function and conduct its business.  Assembly Bill 621 states that a quorum of the Milwaukee Public Library Board is a majority of the seats currently filled.  





Fiscal Effect:


There is no fiscal report for AB 621.





Supporters Message:


This bill has full support of Milwaukee County. 


These changes will allow more options to the board thus allowing the board to run more efficiently and better managed.





Opponents Message:


No arguments were made against the bill in committee.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Colon, Senator Coggs, Senator Taylor,  City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County Executive Scott Walker 


Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB621, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.    





Committee Vote:


On February 24, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Urban & Local Affairs recommended passage of AB 621, 8-0.  (Van Akkeren was excused) 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jeff Grothman; Office of Rep. Dan LeMahieu (6-9175)
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