
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 619 - Under current law there are limits to how much a candidate can accept from various individuals or committees. There also exist limits capping the total limits that a person can give to a single candidate and a limit to the total amount of contributions that can be given during a calendar year. Current law also allows local municipalities to enact rules governing the reporting of statements or finance reports.





This bill will allow local municipalities to enact local limits to the amounts a candidate can receive from an individual donor or from committees. The bill will also allow the municipalities to limit the amount that a committee can give during a calendar year as well. The final component is a provision that could also limit the amount that a candidate can give to their own campaign.





Fiscal Effect:


There is no state fiscal effect listed with this bill. There is expected to be a limited local impact based on the local communities creating an election commission to administer these new rules.





Supporters Message:


Will lower the cost of local elections by limiting the amount of funds available.


Will encourage more people to run for office as the costs will be less of a consideration


This bill gives the local communities more control over the elected positions in their area





Opponents Message:


It is possible that some of the provisions in the bill will not stand up to court challenges. 


It creates a multi tiered and virtually unenforceable standard on donations for campaigns by either individuals or committees.


The bill would also open up the possibility of local communities creating their own campaign funds for local office elections.


Will create a massive patchwork for election finance rules across the state.





Key Supporters:


Representative Pocan, Senator Risser, City of Madison, League of Women Voters of Wisconsin Education Fund Inc and Wisconsin Democracy Campaign.





Key Opponents:


Wisconsin Realtors Assoc.





Committee Vote:


On February 25, 2010 the committee voted 4-3 on passage of the bill. The vote was a party line vote with Rep. A. Williams absent. Yes (Rep. Smith, Rep. Soletski, Rep. Kessler and Rep. Roys.) No (Rep. Stone, Rep. Pridemore and Rep. Roth.)





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Mike Pyritz; Office of Rep. Jeff Stone (6-8590)
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