
Summary of Bill (as amended):


AB 616 gives schools clearer guidance as to what drugs can be administered to students, the instructions that much accompany those drugs, records that must be kept, and the education requirements for school nurses.  





Specifically, AB 616 defines a school nurse as having a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.  The bill would also grandfather in nurses with lesser qualifications who are already currently working in schools.  





Also, AB 616 requires that all prescription medication is brought to the school by the parent or guardian in its original, sealed container.  For non-prescription drugs, the bill requires the same procedure, but if parents wish for a different recommended dose, written approval from the student’s health care provider must be given.





Assembly Amendment 1 makes the following changes to the bill:


Modifies the definition of “school nurse” to mean a registered nurse who also meets the qualifications for school nurses prescribed by the DPI by rule.


Deletes the requirement that a nonprescription drug product must be supplied in a sealed package.


Provides that the definition of “school nurse” in the bill becomes effective on January 1, 2011.





DPI stated that they plan to promulgate the rule to grandfather in existing nurses and work out issues with technical colleges on the educational qualifications of nurses.


   [AA1 adopted 11-1]





Fiscal Effect:


This fiscal effect of the bill on local school districts is indeterminate, which includes creating a written policy regarding drug administration to pupils and possible additional training on drug administration.





DPI may have new training courses, but those cots will be absorbed by the department.





Supporters Message:


This bill provides much needed clarification when it comes to pupil drug administration.


With the increased scope of school nursing, it is important to increase the required qualifications.





Opponents Message:


The original bill language restricted nurses with associate degrees from technical colleges.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Pope-Roberts (author); DPI; WI Nurses Ass’n; WI Ass’n of School Nurses; UW-Mad School of Nursing





Key Opponents:


No one registered or testified against AB 616 in committee.





Committee Vote:


On February 16, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Education recommended passage of AB 616, as amended, on a vote of 11-1. [Nass voted No.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Luke Bacher; Office of Rep. Brett Davis (6-1192)
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