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Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 612 eliminates a requester’s ability to obtain an audio copy of a 911 call.  The requester is still given the right to obtain a written transcript.  Under current law, the custodian of a record must decide whether the request passes a “balance test” which weighs the public interest in withholding access to the audio record against the public interest in providing access to the audio record.  If the request for the audio record passes the “balance test” in favor of greater public interest in providing access, the custodian of the record is allowed to release it to the requestor.





Assembly Amendment 1 – (Vruwink & Schneider) Allows audio records to be inspected, but not copied.  The original bill prohibited audio records from being inspected and from being copied.





Fiscal Effect:





There is no fiscal note in the bill.  





Supporters Message:





This bill would limit the pain and suffering of families, friends and relatives of victims.  


Individuals do not want to have to live through these moments again, as they did in court.  


News media will use 911 audio tapes simply to sell to other media outlets.





Opponents Message:





The “balance test”, a test used to decide the whether the decision is based on a greater public interest in accessing than withholding the record, is a good indicator of whether or not the record should be released.


Potentially hinders public safety as citizens would not be able to fully analyze the performance of 911 centers in their respective municipalities.  





Key Supporters:





Rep. Vruwink; Family of Brittany Zimmerman





Key Opponents:





Peter Fox - Wisconsin Newspaper Association; Pete Christianson – Wisconsin Newspaper Association [Registered against, but did not speak.]





Committee Vote:





On February 18, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Personal Privacy recommended adopted AA 1 5-1 [M. Williams voted no, Staskunas absent], and recommended passage of AB 612 as amended by AA1 on a vote of 4-2 (Pridemore voted yes, Gundrum and M. Williams voted no, Staskunas was absent).





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Kyle O’Brien; Office of Rep. Scott Suder (7-0280)


























AB 612 – Limiting Transmission of 911 Audio Records                 Rep. Vruwink





















































