
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Assembly Bill (AB) 607 requires owners of most buildings containing one or two dwellings to install carbon monoxide detectors in the basement and all levels of the dwelling except for the attic and storage areas. If an inspector, renter, or other occupant of the dwelling informs the owner that the detector may not be functioning properly, the owner has 5 days to provide whatever maintenance is necessary to restore the detector to working order.





Under the bill, new dwellings are required to have these detectors wired directly to the building’s electrical system. Existing dwellings may use battery-operated detectors. A dwelling is exempt from the detector requirement if it has no attached garage, no fireplace, and no fuel-burning appliances. Under the bill, building owners are exempted from any damages caused by a ‘false alarm’ by a properly maintained detector.





Assembly Amendment 2 – AA2 makes three changes:


specifies the definition of ‘dwelling’ under the bill does NOT include a tourist rooming house. 


requires a battery backup power supply for hard-wired detectors.  


changes the effective date of the legislation to February 1, 2011.


 [AA2 to AB 607 adopted 9-1 (Kleefisch)]





Fiscal Effect:





The Department of Commerce estimates an increased cost to the department of approximately $16,500 which the department believes can be absorbed within its existing budget. In addition, there will be an indeterminate increase in costs to local government units in the event of increased inspections.





Supporters Message:


Carbon monoxide detectors protect people from the ‘silent-killer.’ They can alert people to dangerously high levels of carbon monoxide and save lives. The cost to government, builders, and building owners are minor when compared to the potential life-saving benefit of having a detector.





Opponents Message:


Adding another mandate will increase costs of new dwelling construction. 


There were concerns about the requirement that detectors be tied into a building’s electrical system, particularly what would happen if the electrical power went out. 


Key Supporters:


Representative Gordon Hintz (author); Professional Firefighters of Wisconsin; Walter Kiddie Portable Equipment; Wisconsin Builders Association; Wisconsin Hospital Association; Wisconsin Realtors Association;





Key Opponents:


No one registered against AB 607 with the G.A.B.





Committee Vote:


On January 26, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Consumer Protection recommended passage of AB607, as amended, on a vote of 8-1. [Kleefisch voted no.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Tyler August; Office of Rep. Tom Lothian (6-1190)
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