
Summary of Bill 591 (as amended):


Assembly Bill 591 will allow a licensed optometrist, who is also licensed to prescribe or administer drugs for ocular therapeutic purposes, to dispense medicated contact lenses.





Presently, optometrists may not dispense drugs.





Assembly Amendment 1 to AB 591 is a technical amendment. (It deletes the phrase "(6) (am) 2. b" and substitutes "(6) (am) 2” on page 3, line 2 of the bill. [AA1 to AB 591 adopted 13 – 0].





Fiscal Effect:


A fiscal estimate was not required for Assembly Bill 591.





Supporters Message:


Assembly Bill 591 will allow doctors of optometry to better meet the eye care needs of their patients.


Optometrists currently are able to dispense & prescribe contact lenses; however, with respect to medicated contact lenses, the question of “dispensing” becomes somewhat vague. AB 591 eliminates any uncertainty.


In addition, the Federal Drug Administration (FDA) is expected to give final approval to medicated contact lenses that treat eye conditions.





Opponents Message:


No one registered or testified against Assembly Bill 591.





Key Supporters:


Representative Seidel (author); Peter Theo, Wisconsin Optometric Association; and Tricia Kinley, Johnson & Johnson, registered in favor.





Key Opponents:


No one registered or testified against Assembly Bill 591.





Committee Vote:


On December 17th, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Health and Health Care Reform unanimously recommended passage of AB 591, as amended.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Dean Cady; Office of Rep. Leah Vukmir (6-9180)
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