
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill 560 is remedial legislation requested by the Wisconsin Employment Relations Commission (WERC) and introduced by the Law Revision Committee.  The Law Revision Committee has determined that this bill makes minor nonsubstantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable as a matter of public policy.





The bill eliminates language relating to the filing period for Fair Employment Act complaints.  These complaints are processed by the Equal Rights Division (in the Department of Workforce Development) under s. 230.45 (1e) (a), and not under this subsection, which deals with time for appeals to WERC. The placement of this unrelated provision in s. 230.44 (3), is unnecessary and confusing.





The authority of WERC under s. 230.45 (1), does not include conducting investigations; the Equal Rights Division conducts investigations under s. 230.45 (1e). Therefore, reference to the matter “investigated” is deleted.





The bill repeals an obsolete provision regarding WERC’s authority to hear county merit system appeals. The referenced rules are Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) rules that have been repealed.





The bill removes reference to the Division of Equal Rights. The duties of the Division of Equal Rights in this regard are stated in s. 230.45 (1e) (c).





The bill makes a cross-reference change to reflect the repeal of par. (e) of s. 230.45 (1), by SECTION 3 of the bill.





Fiscal Effect:


None.





Supporters Message:


Obsolete or confusing statutes will be deleted for clarification or because they are covered under relevant sections of the statutes, while making no substantive changes.





Opponents Message:


None.





Key Supporters:


Peter Davis, Atty., General Counsel, Wisconsin Employment Relations Commission; WI Alliance of Cities.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered in opposition to this bill.





Committee Vote:


On January 13, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Labor recommended passage of AB 560 on a vote of 7-0-2. [Van Akkeren and Parisi absent]





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Jason Vick; Office of Rep. Mark Honadel (6-0610)
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