
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill 556 – this bill designates the bacterium Lactococcus lactis as the Wisconsin State Microbe and adds the information to the Wisconsin Blue Book.





Fiscal Effect:





The fiscal estimate prepared for Assembly Bill 556 by the Department of Administration determined that there was no state fiscal effect.





Supporters Message:





Bill would promote Biotechnology in our state and provide educational opportunities for our youth, possibly leading them to pursue careers in this high tech field.


Lactococcus lactis is the chief starter culture for a variety of cheeses and other dairy products, this bill would help promote the dairy and cheese making industries.





Opponents Message:





This is a frivolous bill and the legislature should be focusing on real legislation to help create jobs and improve our economy.





Key Supporters:





Representative Gary Hebl (Author) and Senator Lena Taylor (Co-sponsor).  Bio Forward Inc. and Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association.





Key Opponents:





No individual or organization testified or registered against AB 556 in committee, and nobody registered against it with the Government Accountability Board.





Committee Vote:





On December 17, 2009, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Homeland Security recommended passage of AB 556 on a vote of 7-1. (Kleefisch voted No.)





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Vince Williams; Office of Rep. Joan Ballweg (6-8077)
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