
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Assembly Bill (AB) 531 creates an eighth exception from requires that withdrawn MFL properties must pay penalties equaling $300 plus back property taxes. 





Assembly Bill (AB) 531 – Eliminates the financial penalty if a landowner to transfer part or all of a parcel enrolled Managed Forest Law (MFL) to a local government for the purpose of erecting a communication tower. The managed forest law generally requires a “penalty” be paid by a landowner who withdraws a parcel prior to the completion of the MFL term (25 or 50 years). The amount of the penalty varies and equals $300 plus the amount of property taxes that would have been assessed had the parcel not been enrolled in MFL. Seven exceptions currently exist in State Statute.





Assembly Amendment 1 – Not all landowners sell land to a local unit of government. Sometimes it is leased. Under current law, leasing MFL parcels is prohibited. AA1 allows the land to be leased to a local unit of government for the same purpose the bill addresses: erecting a communication tower on MFL enrolled property.  [AA1 to AB 531 adopted 4-0]





Assembly Amendment 2 – While AB 531 applies to an undefined number of acres, AA2 limited penalty exempt acreage to no more than 10 acres. The intent is to prevent local governments from misusing the exception from penalty to develop forested acres.  [AA2 to AB 531 adopted 16-0]


Fiscal Effect:





The fiscal estimate from DNR indicates one five acre parcel per year might be withdrawn. AB 581 could cost the State of Wisconsin between $4 and $32 per year. The fiscal estimate also lists costs to local governments of about $8,800 per year.


Supporters Message:





Communication towers are an essential component to providing emergency services for general public safety. Enrolled managed forest law property owners should not be penalized in the rare instances they can assist local government in providing emergency services.


Opponents Message:





While the elimination of the back-property-taxes-penalty should be waived, the purchasing local unit of government should pay the $300 administrative fee to cover DNR costs to change paperwork and reprogram databases just like every other landowner withdrawing MFL parcels.


Key Supporters:





Representative Mary Hubler (author); Rep. Josh Zepnick, WI Farm Bureau Federation, Lake States Lumber Association, Barron County


Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB531 and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.


Committee Votes:





On January 12, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Forestry recommended passage of AB 531, as amended, on a vote of 4-0.





On February 17, 2010, the Joint Committee on Finance recommended passage of AB 531, as amended, on a vote of 16-0.


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Tim Gary; Office of Rep. Don Friske (6-7694)
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