
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 566 revises timelines for Public Service Commission (PSC) review of internal guidelines and administrative rules related to telecommunications and revises reporting requirements to the Legislature.  A number of technical revisions to the statutes are made as well.     





The bill extends the time period between the PSC review of telecommunications depreciation guidelines from every two years to every three years.  It also removes the requirement that the PSC review the Universal Service Fund (USF) rules each biennium and allows the Commission to initiate the review at its discretion.





Under the bill, the PSC report to the Joint Committee for Information Policy and Technology (JCIPT) on the USF will be made biennially instead of annually.  Also, the PSC’s biennial report to JCIPT regarding investments in advanced telecommunications infrastructure will now be made to the Legislature.  The report will address only those areas where availability or deployment is lacking.  Under current law, the areas the PSC must examine are distance learning, interconnection of libraries, access to health care, education, health care and employment opportunities for disabled and other investments identified by the PSC.  A current requirement for the review of integrated services digital network deployment is removed.  





The bill also removes the following outdated provisions:





A 1999 deadline for hearings for a telecommunications utility that elected to become a price-regulated utility under the telecommunications deregulation bill approved in 1995. 


The basic single-party residential flat rate for a time period that ended in 1997.


A 2005 deadline for the promulgation of administrative rules related to essential services (e.g., single-party service with touch-tone capability, fax and data lines, emergency services number capability) and advanced service capabilities (see above).  The bill maintains the requirement for the administrative rules.


A requirement for a one-time report that was submitted to the legislature in 1997.  





Fiscal Effect:


None.





Supporters Message:


This bill removes outdated deadlines and streamlines PSC reviews and reporting requirements.





Opponents Message:


None.





Key Supporters:


Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, Wisconsin State Telecommunications Association. 





Key Opponents:


None.





Committee Vote:


On March 30, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Energy and Utilities recommended passage of A566 on a vote of 12-0. 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jodi Jensen; Office of Rep. Mike Huebsch (6-0631)
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