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Summary of Bill (as amended):


� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB514hst.html" ��Assembly Bill (AB) 514� extends application of the DNA evidence exception to time limits for commencing prosecution.  Under AB 514, if the state collects DNA evidence in connection with a crime against life or bodily security or a crime against children before the time for commencing prosecution of the felony expires, the state may commence prosecution of the felony, or a crime that is related to the felony, within 12 months after making a DNA match. 





In addition, AB 514 provides that if the state collects DNA evidence of a crime for which there is no time limit for commencing prosecution (first-degree or second-degree intentional homicide, first-degree reckless homicide, felony murder, or certain sexual assaults of a child) within six years after commission of that crime, the state may commence prosecution of a crime that is related to that crime, within 12 months after making a DNA match.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/lc_amdt/ab514.pdf" ��Assembly Amendment (AA) 1� revises the time limitations to provide that if the state collects DNA evidence and makes a match before the statute of limitations expires, prosecution may commence either within 12 months after making the match, or within the statute of limitations, whichever is later.  [AA 1 to AB 514 adopted 10-0-1; (Kessler absent)]





Fiscal Effect:


The�HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=10570"�� Department of Corrections� and Public Defender Board estimate indeterminate increases in costs which cannot be absorbed into the Department’s budget.  





In addition the�HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=9815"�� Public Defender Board� projects an increase local costs which would be mandatory.





Supporters Message:


AB 514 reconciles 2005 Wisconsin Acts 60 and 276, and increases the amount of time that crimes involving DNA evidence can be prosecuted, allowing many crimes to be prosecuted whose statute of limitations would have expired.





Opponents Arguments:


AB 514 will increase the caseload and expenditures for agencies that prosecute and investigate these cases.





Key Supporters:


Representative Tony Staskunas (Assembly author).  Senator Fred Risser (Senate author) and Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen registered in favor of AB 514.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 514, nor registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On February 4, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice recommended passage of AB 514, as amended, on a vote of 10-0-1.  (Representative Kessler excused) 





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Daniel Lindstedt; Office of Rep. Joel Kleefisch (6-8551)
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