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Summary of Bill:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-503.pdf"��Assembly Bill (AB) 503� - Under current law, a person who exposes, or causes a child to expose, his or her genitals or pubic area for sexual arousal or gratification is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment for not more than nine months, or both. 





AB 503 changes the classification of the crime from a misdemeanor to a felony if the person is at least 17 years old when the violation occurs.  The bill also subjects such person to a fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment for not more than three years and six months, or both.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/lc_amdt/ab503.pdf" ��Assembly Amendment (AA) 1 to AB 503� retains the Class A misdemeanor penalty for violators who are at least 17 years old if the minor victim has attained the age of 16 years when the violation occurs and the conduct of both the person committing the crime and the minor victim indicates that the violation was not without consent.





[Leg Council memo on AA1:  http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/lc_amdt/ab503.pdf]�


Fiscal Effect:


�HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=9213"��The Department of Corrections� estimates an indeterminate increase in costs to the state which the department could not absorb, and an indeterminate decrease in mandatory costs to counties.


�HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=9214"��The Department of Justice� and� HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/assign.asp?mode=view" �� District Attorneys� indicate an indeterminate fiscal impact.


The �HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/assign.asp?mode=view"��Public Defender Board� estimates increased state costs which it could not absorb, and potentially increased costs to counties.





Supporters Message:


AB 503 would close a loophole so that if an adult shows genitalia to a minor person, whether photocopied or physical, both crimes could be considered a felony when prosecuted.  





Opponents Message:


AB 503 will increase the caseload of the departments that prosecute these crimes.


   


Key Supporters:


Representatives Tony Staskunas and Joel Kleefisch.  Senator Jeff Plale registered in favor of AB 503.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 503, nor registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On December 10, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice recommended passage of AA1 to AB 503 on a vote of 9-0-2.  (Representatives Kessler and Soletski absent)  AB 503, as amended, was recommended for passage on a vote of 9-0-2.  (Representatives Kessler and Soletski absent) 





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Daniel Lindstedt; Office of Rep. Joel Kleefisch (6-8551)
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