
Summary of Bill





Assembly Bill 495 requires that, beginning in 2014, a least three members of the seven member NR Board must have held a fishing, hunting or trapping license in seven of the previous ten years.  At least one of the three must have held a trapping license.  





The bill relaxes this requirement for active duty military personnel.  Persons serving on active duty during the ten previous years are required to have held an annual license in at least half of the years during which they were full-year residents.





Fiscal Effect:





AB 495 has no fiscal impact.





Supporters Message:





AB 495 makes sure the DNR Board protects the interest of hunters, fisherman and trappers in particular. 





Opponents Message:





The more the Legislature manages state agencies, the more difficult it is for the Governor to execute his agenda. 


A governor should have the ability to appoint whomever he wants to boards and commissions.  Senate confirmation will assure that board members are qualified.


The combination of AB 495 and AB 470 is virtually identical to AB 84, authored by Rep. LeMahieu.  Why not pass AB 84?  [According to the Assembly Majority Leader Thomas Nelson “Finders keepers.” Assembly Rules Committee, February 17, 2010]





Key Supporters:





Representative Chris Danou, (Author); George Meyer, WI Wildlife Federation and Ed Harvey, WI Conservation Congress


Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 495, and no one registered against it with the Government Accountability Board.  





Committee Vote:





On January 13, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources recommended passage of AB 470, on a vote of 11-2. [Milroy and Clark voted No; Danou and Molepske, Jr. were absent] 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Ginger Mueller; Office of Rep. Jim Ott (6-0486)
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