
Summary of Bill:





This bill makes various changes to the Children’s Code and the Juvenile Justice Code, including changes relating to required judicial findings and orders when a child is placed outside the home, termination of parental rights (TPR) warnings, mandatory child abuse or neglect reporters, the confidentiality of social services records, changing from “day care” to “child care” the term used to describe care and supervision for children for less than 24 hours a day, and renumbering from the section of the Children’s Code relating to child abuse and neglect reporting to the definitions section of that code the definition of “neglect.”  For a complete summary of this 99-page bill, please refer to the LRB analysis of AB 485.





Fiscal Effect:





No fiscal estimate was prepared for Assembly Bill 485. 





Supporters Message:





This legislation makes long-overdue technical changes to the Wisconsin statutes to improve the function of child welfare and child care programs.





Opponents Message:





No opposing arguments were made against Assembly Bill 485.





Key Supporters:





Representative Dexter, 68th Assembly District - author; Senator Jauch, 25th Senate District - lead Senate author; Dondienieta Fleary-Simmons, Madison – Department of Children and Families.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 485.  The Wisconsin Association of Family and Childrens Agencies registered with the GAB, but did not take a position.





Committee Vote:





On October 28, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Children and Families recommended passage of AB 485 on a vote of 8-0.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Dave Matzen; Office of Rep. Steve Kestell (6-8530)
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