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Summary of Bill:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB481hst.html" ��Assembly Bill (AB) 481� Under current law, a penalty may be enhanced for certain crimes if the person committing the crime intentionally selects the victim based the victim’s race, religion, color, disability, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry. 





AB 481 provides an enhanced penalty for certain crimes if the person committing the crime intentionally selects the victim based on the victim’s gender.  The penalty enhancer revises the maximum fine, the maximum term of imprisonment for the crime and the revision is based on the classification of the underlying crime as follows:





If the underlying crime is a Class B or Class C misdemeanor, the revised maximum fine is $10,000 and the revised maximum term of imprisonment is one year in the county jail. 





If the underlying crime is a Class A misdemeanor, the penalty enhancer changes the status of the crime to a felony and the revised maximum fine is $10,000 and the revised maximum term of imprisonment is two years. 





If the underlying crime is a felony, the maximum fine may be increased by not more than $5,000 and the maximum term of imprisonment may be increased by not more than five years.





Fiscal Effect:


The WI DOJ WI District Attorneys estimate an indeterminate increase in state and local costs.  The WI DOC estimates an indeterminate effect at the state level and on the county level, as well.  The WI Public Defender Board estimates an increase in state costs which would not be able to be absorbed into the Board’s budget and mandatory increase in costs to counties.





Supporters Message:


All crimes, especially violent ones, should be prosecuted in the same way and with the same tenacity.  AB 481 places a higher value on some individuals simply because of one aspect of their appearance.





Opponents Message:


AB 481 will add a necessary aspect to hate crime legislation, and would help to decrease some gender violence.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Joe Parisi (Assembly author) and the WI Coalition Against Domestic Violence.  Sen. Lena Taylor (Senate author) registered in favor of AB 481.  The WI Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers and WI Coalition Against Sexual Assault registered in favor with the WI Ethics Board.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 514, nor registered against it with the WI Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On February 4, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice recommended passage of AB 481, on a vote of 8-2-1. [Reps. Kleefisch, Kramer opposed. Representative Kessler excused] 





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Daniel Lindstedt; Office of Rep. Joel Kleefisch (6-8551)
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