
Summary of Bill (as amended):





Assembly Bill (AB) 454 will limit the length of the statement on the ballot for an independent candidate in a partisan election to five words or less under all circumstances. This bill standardizes all references that appear on the ballot to this five word standard.





Assembly Amendment 1 changes the standard to 35 characters or less. The committee agreed that this was a better standard based on ballot issues expressed by the GAB. 


 [AA1 to AB454 adopted 8-0]





Fiscal Effect:





The bill has no fiscal impact





Supporters Message:





By standardizing the amount of space on the ballot that is available, there will be a more consistent ballot layout.


Limiting the number of characters will reduce the likelihood of political statements being used as a party name from appearing on a ballot.





Opponents Message:





None noted.





Key Supporters:





Rep. Smith, Rep. Stone; Sen. Taylor





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB454, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:





On December 15th the committee passed AA1 to AB 454 on an 8-0 vote. The committee then recommended AB 454 as amended for passage on an 8-0 vote. 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Mike Pyritz; Office of Rep. Jeff Stone (6-8590)
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