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Summary of AB 446:


Assembly Bill 446 was drafted at the request of the Marathon County Treasurer and has the support of the Wisconsin County Treasurers’ Association.





Current law requires county treasurers to publish a class 3 notice in the newspaper containing the names and last known addresses of owners of unclaimed funds.  If there are a large number of unclaimed funds owners, the cost of publishing these notices can be burdensome to the county.





This bill would allow the treasurers to publish these detailed notices on the county’s website rather than in the newspaper.  The treasurer would then simply publish a general notice in the newspaper informing the public that the detailed list is available on the county website or at the treasurer’s office.  This legislation will save time and money for the county.  





AB 446 would be a more effective way of notifying owners of unclaimed funds.  In addition to the general notice being published in the newspaper, the detailed list would be available on-line on a continual basis.





Fiscal Effect:


A fiscal note prepared by State Treasure claims that that costs are indeterminate. 





Supporters Message:


AB 446 provides county treasurers the option the used of the county web page to publicize unclaimed funds and will save money  on publication costs.





Opponents Message:


Not everyone especially in rural areas has internet or is internet savvy. 





Key Supporters:


Rep. Petrowski, Sen. Taylor, Outagamie County Board of Supervisors, Waukesha County,  Marathon County 





Key Opponents:


Wisconsin Newspaper Association  





Committee Vote:


On January 20, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Urban & Local Affairs recommended passage of AB 446, 6-1.  (Ziegelbauer voted No)(LeMahieu & Roys Absent) 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jeff Grothman; Office of Rep. Dan LeMahieu (6-9175)


























Urban & Local Affairs








AB 446 - Authorizing County Treasurers to Provide Notice of Unclaimed Funds by Using the Internet                                        Assembly Author: Rep. Petrowski








