
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 418 requires the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) to designate a Department employee to serve as the County Fair Coordinator.





Fiscal Effect:


A fiscal estimate was not required for AB 418.





Supporters Message:


The County Fair Coordinator serves as a liaison between DATCP and Wisconsin’s 76 county fairs.


The bill does not authorize a new position at DATCP.  Rather, it specifies that one Department employee must carry the title and serve as County Fair Coordinator.  According to DATCP, AB 418 reflects the current arrangement for this position within the Department.





Opponents Message:


None was raised.  However, opponents could make the following points:


Agencies have broad authority, and DATCP could already designate a person to do this if they wish.


Job creation and retention are the state’s biggest problems.  This bill doesn’t create a single job.





Key Supporters:


Representative Amy Sue Vruwink (author); Senator Neal Kedzie; Representative Scott Gunderson; Senator Luther Olsen; Wisconsin Association of Fairs; Central Wisconsin State Fair; Cooperative Network Association; Waupaca County Fair Board.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 418, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On October 20, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Agriculture recommended passage of AB 418 on a vote of 11-0. [A. Ott, Nerison, Murtha, Tauchen, and Brooks voted Aye.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Erin Ruby; Office of Rep. Al Ott (6-5831)
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