
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 415 directs the Department of Transportation to designate and, upon receipt of sufficient contributions from interested parties, mark a portion of the route of USH 12 in the city of Whitewater as the "Stephen Ambrose Memorial Highway" in recognition and appreciation of the significant scholastic and literary accomplishments of American historian Stephen Ambrose, who spent much of his early life in the city of Whitewater, began his academic career by attending the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and has deep roots in south central Wisconsin.  No state funds, other than from contributions from interested parties, may be used for the erection or maintenance of any markers on USH 12 to identify the highway 	as the "Stephen Ambrose Memorial Highway."








Fiscal Effect:





No state funds are to be used for erecting or maintaining the markers. Instead, private ontributions will be used to cover these expenses.





Supporters Message:





This bill will honor a great Wisconsinite for his contributions toward American History. 





Opponents Message:


None was raised.  However, in 2002, Stephen Ambrose was accused of plagiarism.  He has also been accused of shoddy research.





Key Supporters:





Rep. Hixon, Rep. Nass Rep. Petrowski, and Sen. Lasee





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against in committee or registered against with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:





On October 22, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Transportation unanimously recommended passage of AB 415. [11-0] Bies Absent





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Jason Bauknecht; Office of Rep. Petrowski (6-1182)


























AB 415 – Stephen Ambrose Highway   					Rep. Hixon





Transportation








2009-10


 Issue & Bill Summaries








2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Assembly Republican Caucus





October 29, 2009








