
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill 410 – Under current law, a person who is arrested for domestic violence must stay away from their victim for 72 hours.  However, a person who violates a domestic abuse 72 hour no-contact rule is only subject to a forfeiture of up to $1,000. Police have no ability to remove the person from the property or enforce the 72 hour no-contact rule. 





AB 410 would make violating a 72 hour no-contact rule a Class A misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 and/or imprisonment up to nine months.  





Fiscal Effect:





A fiscal note was not required.





Supporters Message:


The most dangerous time for victims of domestic violence is immediately after their abuser has been arrested. AB 410 closes a loophole in the law and gives law enforcement the authority to enforce the 72 hour no-contact provision by arresting and removing the person from the property.  





Closing this loophole will restore a victim’s faith in our laws that when a defendant violates the 72 hour no-contact rule, our criminal justice system will hold the person accountable. 





A person who has violated a 72 hour no-contact rule should be treated the same as any person who has violated their bail conditions.  �


Opponents Message:





Some individuals are falsely accused of committing domestic violence and charges can even by dropped.  





Key Supporters:





Rep. Zigmunt; Sen. Lena Taylor; Judith Munaker; Wisconsin Professional Police Association; Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association; Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence; National Association of Social Workers - Wisconsin Chapter; P.A.V.E. of Beaver Dam.  





Key Opponents:





Tom Pfeiffer, Executive Vice President of Wisconsin Fathers for Children and Families; Steve Blake, President of Wisconsin Fathers for Children and Families.  





Committee Vote:





On October 20, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Corrections and the Courts recommended passage of AB 410 on a vote of 12-0.  [Van Roy, Gundrum, Kestell, Lemahieu, and Brooks voted Aye.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Tanya Hein; Office of Rep. Karl Van Roy (6-0617)
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