
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 374 - Under current law, the Department of Children and Families (DCF) administers the Emergency Assistance (EA) program that provides payments to needy persons for fire, flood, natural disaster, homelessness or impending homelessness, or energy crisis. Except in cases of energy crisis, the Department is required to make payments to families based on a per-person amount that is published in the Wisconsin Administrative Register. Funding in the current fiscal year (FY10) for emergency assistance payments is $6.5 million.





AB 374 requires DCF to establish maximum amounts of aid to be granted to a family for all types of emergency assistance, rather than the maximum amount to be granted per family member, and to publish these maximum amounts in the Wisconsin Administrative register if these amounts are not established by rule. The bill changes the way the Department is to calculate emergency assistance grant amounts, but does not provide any additional funding. 





Fiscal Effect:





The fiscal estimate prepared by the Department of Children and Families states that AB 374 would have no state fiscal effect.  It is anticipated that the payment levels established will be consistent with the budgeted amounts for the EA program.





Supporters Message:





Eliminating the requirement of tying payment amounts to the individual family member will allow the Department to better use limited resources and more effectively meet families’ emergency housing needs.





Opponents Message:





A fiscal impact may occur depending on the maximum payment levels established by the Department for emergency assistance payments.





Key Supporters:





Representative Grigsby, author; Senator Jauch, lead Senate author; Bob Anderson, Madison - Legal Action of Wisconsin; Julie Kerksick, Madison – Department of Children and Families; Gary Goyke, Madison – Wisconsin Rental Housing Legislative Council.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 374, and no one registered against it with the GAB.





Committee Vote:





On September 9, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Children and Families recommended passage of AB 374 on a vote of 7-0. [Rep. Sinicki absent]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Dave Matzen; Office of Rep. Steve Kestell (6-8530)
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