
Summary of Bill:


AB 358 directs the state superintendent to establish an “Indoor Environmental Quality in Schools” Task Force.  The task force will then make recommendations to the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) for the development of a model plan for indoor air quality in public and private schools.  After DPI establishes its model plan, all school boards must implement a plan for maintaining indoor environmental quality in its schools.





Fiscal Effect:


Local school districts will have increased costs to monitor and improve indoor air quality.  Although the plan from DPI will be a guide, each school district is required to develop and implement their own plan, which will result in increased costs for all school districts.  There will also be ongoing increased costs associated with staff time that is needed to handle any complaints to indoor air quality.





DPI reports they will have increased costs in both assisting the task force and developing the model plan.  DPI expects 1.0 FTE project position will be needed.





Supporters Message:


Supporters cite a statistic from the EPA that pollutants are 2 to 5 times higher indoors, than outdoors.


It was argued by the author that this mandate is no different than any other health mandate, with the example that we don’t allow asbestos in schools.





Opponents Message:


Current law allows school districts to address indoor air quality issues without a mandate.


Leaving the crafting of the policy entirely up to a task force could result in very expensive requirements down the road.


With the Democrats already cutting education earlier in the budget process, school districts will not be able to afford any additional costly unfunded mandates.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Grigsby, Sen. Sullivan (authors); DPI, SAA, WEAC, WASB





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 358 in committee.





Committee Vote:


On October 20, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Education recommended passage of AB 358 on a vote of 8-5. [Davis, Nass, Townsend, Vukmir & Nygren voted No.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Luke Bacher; Office of Rep. Brett Davis (6-1192)
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