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Summary of AB 347:


Assembly Bill 347: Under current law, one of the responsibilities of a county sheriff is to collect and dispose of unclaimed property in their county.  Typically, they collect the property one of three ways:  


recovery of stolen or found merchandise; 


property left by a prisoner at a County Jail when they are either discharged or transferred; or, 


property owned by a deceased resident of a county nursing home or similar institution.  





Any property collected by the sheriff in this manner may be claimed by a person with the legal authority to do so.  If property remains unclaimed for more than one year, it is the responsibility of the sheriff to either sell the property at a public auction or to destroy it.





Assembly Bill 347 permits a county sheriff to sell unclaimed property through either a traditional public auction, or an Internet auction site.  The bill does not change any existing requirements, such as the property must be held at least one year or that a notice must be posted at three public places describing the auction.  It simply allows for the option of an Internet auction. 





AB 347 was introduced at the request of one of the counties.  At the hearing registrants testified that the existing system can be burdensome.  By allowing counties to utilize internet sites (such as E-Bay), the auction would be available to more people, potentially generating more interest and higher bids, and resulting in more revenue to offset a county’s costs of collecting, storing, and selling unclaimed property.





Finally, the bill simply gives counties this option, but does not require it.  Counties that wish to continue operating as they have in the past can continue to do so. 





Fiscal Effect:


The fiscal note states there appear to be no additional costs to the courts.  Locally, revenue from internet auctions could have a positive financial impact on counties because receipts from the sales would go into the general fund of the county.    


Supporters Message:


AB 347 gives counties the ability to participate, but does not mandate it.  Counties that want to operate as they have in the past may continue to do so.


Opponents Message:


The Wisconsin Newspaper Association believes that a significant segment of the population won’t be aware of these auctions due to the lack of internet capability.


Key Supporters:


Rep. Lothian, Sen. Kedzie, Wisconsin Counties Association, Shane Crawford, Walworth County, Waukesha County, Wisconsin Sheriffs & Deputy Sheriffs Association


Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 347, and no one registered against it with the GAB.  The Wisconsin Newspaper Association testified for information only. 


Committee Vote:


On November 11, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Urban & Local Affairs recommended passage of AB 347, 8-0.   


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jeff Grothman; Office of Rep. Dan LeMahieu (6-9175)
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