
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 335 creates a new exception permitting private colleges to hold public events and permit the consumption of alcohol on the premises of a public place without the appropriate retail license or permit.  Under current law, the owner or lessee of a public place may not allow individuals to attend events and bring their own alcohol for consumption, unless the public place holds an appropriate alcohol related retail license or permit.





Current law already has similar exceptions for other public places including county buildings, county parks, athletic fields or stadiums, school buildings, churches, state fair parks and clubs.





Fiscal Effect:


No fiscal estimate required on AB 335.  





Supporters Message:


This bill simply adds private colleges to the list of public places that may permit the consumption of alcohol, brought by people for personal consumption, while attending events such as a concert, a play or other activities.


This practice is not new on private college campuses, but became an issue at one campus when law enforcement noted the lack of authority in the statutes for such consumption at music by the lake performances.





Opponents Message:


Adding another exception for consumption of alcohol in public places seems to run contrary to the public health and safety efforts at reducing the use of alcohol in Wisconsin.


Private colleges should have to apply for the appropriate retail license or permit consistent with other private venues that offer performances and consumption of alcohol.





Key Supporters:


Representative Lothian (author); Senator Kedzie (co-author); Dr. William Duncan, George Williams College of Aurora University; Paul Nelson, WI Assn. of Independent Colleges and Universities.





Key Opponents:


Ed Huck, WI Alliance of Cities.





Committee Vote:


On February 24, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Colleges and Universities recommended passage of AB 335, on a vote of 10-2. [Nass, Rhoades, Townsend, Ballweg and Gottlieb voted Aye]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Mike Mikalsen; Office of Rep. Steve Nass (6-5715)
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