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Summary of AB 314 as amended





Assembly Bill 314 requires a railroad to make information about its pesticide use available to its employees and land owners whose property is adjacent to the railroad’s right-of way.  The bill prohibits a railroad employee from working in an area where pesticide has been applied within the previous 24 hours.  





The bill requires DATCP to establish fees to be paid by the railroads for costs the agency incurs under the bill.  AB 314 also requires DATCP to develop rules to restrict the times and weather conditions when pesticides can be used.  





Assembly Bill 314 Assembly Substitute Amendment 2: ASA2 to AB 314 requires a railroad to provide safe pesticide application information at a central location no latter then 48 hours before the pesticide is applied.  The safety information must include: the location & description of the area to be treated, the name of the pesticide, its active ingredients & its federal registration number; the date and time the pesticide is to be applied, any restricted entry interval specified on the pesticide labeling, a description of where in the information required to be on the pesticide label under federal law is available for review and emergency contact information. 





The aforementioned information must remain posted for at least 30 days after the day of application.  





The railroad must also provide this information to employees and supervisors who directly supervise those who will be treating an area with pesticide at least 48 hours prior to the application.  The railroad must also provide a description of the area to be treated and how to receive information relating to any question regarding the pesticide application to each county and municipal law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the area where the pesticide will be applied.  Information must also be made available to the public on the railroads internet site.





Finally, ASA2 to AB 314 requires the railroad to provide pesticide safety training annually to employees who work along railroad rights-of way and in rail yards or other areas where pesticides might be applied. 


The railroad must keep safety training records.  


  


On September, 2009 the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources voted to recommend adoption of ASA 2 to AB 314.  (Representative Steinbrink absent)





A Legislative Council Amendment Memo was prepared on 2009 Assembly Bill 314





Fiscal Effect:





AB 314 indicates that it makes an appropriation but the fiscal note is not available.  





Supporters Message:





The improper application of pesticides along railroad right of ways is unsafe and unhealthy for workers.





Training will protect the public from being exposed to chemicals. 





According to the United Transportation Union, employees are not being trained up to OSHA standards. 











	


Opponents Arguments:


	


The bill requires information be made public that railroads currently keep privileged for security reasons.  





Some provisions in the bill are already covered under state and federal law.  Railroads already follow extensive federal regulation.





Railroads already notify crews of pesticide applications – as required under federal law.  


	


Some railroads, such as Union Pacific, operate in numerous states.  It is a hardship for such companies to comply with individual state requirements.   





. Key Supporters:





Rep. Louis Molepske, Jr., author; Mike Koziara, Holmen — BMWED/IBT; Anthony Dimond, Reedsburg — Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen; Tim Deneen, Madison — United Transportation Union; League of Women Voters of WI Education Fund, Inc.; WI League of Conservation Voters; WI Nurses Assoc. and WI State AFL-CIO.


Key Opponents:





Ben Meighan, Madison — Wisconsin and Southern Railroad; Gary Nyberg, Fort Worth — BNSF Railway


Gerald Blase, Willow Grove — National Railroad Contractors Association; CropLife America and WI Manufacturing & Commerce.





Committee Vote:





On September 2, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources recommended passage of AB 314, as amended, on a vote of 14 -0  [Steinbrink absent.]





Staff Author of Bill Summary





Ginger Mueller; Office of Rep. Jim Ott (6-0486)
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