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Summary of AB 299 as amended





Assembly Bill 299 regulates the sale of products to which mercury has been added during the formulation and manufacturing process, including but not limited to fever thermometers, manometers (instruments for measuring pressure), thermostats other instruments, measuring devices, switches and relays and other household items.  





AB 299 also prohibits schools from knowingly purchasing or using elemental mercury or certain devices containing mercury.  





Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 to AB 299: Under the bill the sale of certain mercury-added products is generally prohibited.  A user or manufacturer of these items may apply to DNR for an exemption from the bill’s prohibitions.  AB 299 lists the bills provisions in ch. 100 of state statue which is administered by DATCP.  ASA 1 to AB 299 moves the provisions form ch. 100 of the state Statues to ch. 299 which is administered by the DNR.  





Assembly Amendment 1 to ASA 1: specifies that “mercury-added thermostat” does not include a thermostat used in generating, transmission or distributing facilities for electricity, gas or water.  AA 1 to ASA 1 specifies that the prohibition does not apply to a switch or relay that is used to replace a switch or relay that is a component in a larger product that is in use prior to the effective date of the bill if the larger product is used the generating, transmission or distributing facilities for electricity, gas or water.  





September 2, 2009 the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources recommend adoption of AA 1 to ASA I with a vote of 14 Ayes; 0 Noes.  





September 2, 2009 the Assembly Committee on Natural Resource recommended adoption of ASA 1 as amended and passage of AB 299, as amended, with a vote of 14 Ayes; 0 Noes. 





A Legislative Council Amendment Memo was prepared on 2009 Assembly Bill 299.





Fiscal Effect:





The Department of Natural Resources estimates no state or local government fiscal effect. 





Supporters Message:





	Mercury is a threat to our health and Wisconsin’s natural resources.





	Mercury is very harmful to the un-born, in fact so much so, that women of child-bearing age are 	advised to limit the number and kinds of fish they eat.





	Protecting Wisconsin’s waters from mercury pollution is imperative to our economy.  The 


fishing industry in WI, by DNR estimates, brings in $2.3 billion in revenue to the state.





Opponents Arguments:


	


	Bill isn’t strong enough, or doesn’t go far enough, on the disposal of mercury containing products.





	With certain instrument functions, mercury is the most suitable substance.





	The State is over regulating the sale of certain items by private industry.








. Key Supporters:


Rep. Chris Danou, author; Sen. Bob Jauch, author; Rachel Currans-Sweehan, Madison — Dept. of Health Services; Lynda Knobeloch, Madison — Dept. of Health Services; Henry Nehls-Lowe, Madison — Dept. of Health Services; John Reindl, Madison — Council on Recycling; Amber Meyer Smith, Madison — Clean Wisconsin; Don Hammes, Middleton — Wisconsin Wildlife Federation; Erin Uram, Madison — Sierra Club; Julie Baldwin, Madison — MEG Wastewater; Suzanne Bangert, Madison — DNR; Zach Shawano, Crandon — Forest County Potawatomi Community; Bill McClenahan, Crandon — Forest County Potawatomi Community; River Alliance of WI; WI Council on Children and Families; Wisconsin Nurses Association and WI League of Conservation Voters.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 299, however Wal-Mart and Gundersen Lutheran Administrative Services, Inc. registered position undecided\have reservation with the GAB. 





Committee Vote:


On September 2, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources recommended passage of AB 299, as amended, on a vote of 14-0.[Steinbrink absent].





Staff Author of Bill Summary





Ginger Mueller; Office of Rep. Jim Ott (6-0486)
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