


AB 298  – Relative Notification	                               Legislative Council











Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill 298 – makes changes to Chapter 48, the Children’s Code, to incorporate new federal law changes that require identification of, and notice to, adult relatives of a child about a removal of the child from parental custody.  The bill requires county child welfare agencies to conduct a diligent search in order to provide notice within 30 days after the temporary custody hearing of a child's removal from his or her parental home to all adult relatives of the child. The bill also requires the county department or DCF to notify any other adult relative or other individual whose home is recommended as a placement option by the parent.





Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 - provides that the county department or DCF shall permit the parent to provide names of three relatives of the child or family friends whose homes could be a placement option at a later date, rather than making a reasonable effort to provide each parent with the opportunity to provide this information. ASA 1 replaces the word “sibling” with “brother, sister, half brother, or half sister.” ASA 1 provides that when the juvenile court orders a child to be continued in custody at the temporary custody hearing, the juvenile court must order the county department or DCF to conduct a diligent search in order to locate and provide notice of certain information to all relatives of the child named by the parents who may be considered as placements for the child. However, the order must be made within 30 days after the child is removed from custody of the child’s parent, unless the child is returned home within that period. This court is permitted, rather than required, to order a search to locate other adult individuals who may be considered as placements for the child.  ASA 1 provides that the notice must include: a statement that the child has been removed from the custody of the child’s parent; a statement that explains the options that the person provided with the notice has under state or federal law to participate in the care and placement of the child, including any options that may be lost by failing to respond to the notice; a description of the requirements to obtain a foster home license under s. 48.62 or to receive kinship care or long-term kinship care payments under s. 48.57 (3m) or (3n) and of the additional services and supports that are available for children placed in a foster home or in the home of a person receiving those payments; a statement advising the person provided with the notice that he or she may incur additional expenses if the child is placed in his or her home and that reimbursement for some of those expenses may be available; and the name and contact information of the agency that removed the child from the custody of the child’s parent. Finally, ASA 1 incorporates these changes into Ch. 938, the Juvenile Justice Code.


  


Fiscal Effect:





 A fiscal note prepared by DCF states that AB 298 will increase costs at the state level that the agency cannot absorb within its current budget.  It also notes that costs to counties will increase on the local level.  In order to handle the required notices under the bill, DCF would have to devote staff time, supplies, and services and also update the eWiSACWIS system at a one-time cost of at least $2000.  Some county child welfare agencies may be able to absorb these costs, and others, such as the Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare, may not.


 


Supporters Message:


The notification of a child’s other adult relatives or family friends about the removal of the child from parental custody can help foster a less-traumatic out-of-home placement for the child in order to keep family bonds and connections intact.


Opponents Arguments:





No opposing argument has been made, however the staff time and cost of complying with the relative notification requirements could be an issue for DCF or county departments.
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Key Supporters:





Representative Steve Kestell, co-chair of the Special Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families; Eric Peterson - Aide to Sen. Taylor, co-chair of the Special Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families, Libby Mueller, Milwaukee – Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Office.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 298.  





The following people testified for information only: Sarah Diedrick-Kasdorf, Madison – Wisconsin Counties Association; Mark Campbell, Madison - DCF 





The Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin registered as undecided with the GAB.  





Committee Vote:





On August 19, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Children and Families recommended passage of AB 298, as amended, on a vote of 7-0. [Representative Seidel absent]





Staff Author of Bill Summary





Dave Matzen; Office of Rep. Steve Kestell (6-8530)
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