



Summary of Bill (as amended):





Assembly Bill (AB) 296 - This bill was prepared for the Joint Legislative Council’s Special Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families.  AB 296 expands the integrated service program’s (ISP) coverage for children and their families who are involved in multiple systems of care and changes the name of the program to the coordinated service team (CST) initiative to reflect the expansion of the program’s focus. The bill provides funding to begin to phase-in the remaining counties and tribes in the state that do not currently operate either an integrated service program for children with severe disabilities, or a CST initiative. The bill also makes a number of programmatic changes; for a complete list, please refer to the LRB analysis.  Under the bill, the appropriation for state grants to implement these initiatives is increased by $1,466,000 in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. (This amount changed to $70,000, please see Assembly Amendment 3)





Assembly Amendment 2 to AB 296 – The amendment corrects a cross-reference to the appropriation for initiatives for coordinated services. It corrects additional references in current law to reflect the change in the name of the program from the “integrated services program for children with severe disabilities” to “initiatives for coordinated services.” The amendment inserts references to tribes that were inadvertently omitted from the original bill.  [Adopted 7-0] [Adopted by JFC 16-0]





Assembly Amendment 3 to AB 296 (Offered by JFC) – This amendment changes the appropriation for state grants for initiatives for coordinated services. It provides no appropriation for fiscal year 2009-2010 (which ends June 30) and provides $70,000 for fiscal year 2010-2011. The amendment also exempts the Legislature from complying with the required general fund balance provisions in enacting this bill.


[Adopted by JFC 16-0]





Fiscal Effect:





A fiscal estimate prepared in August of 2009 by the Department of Children and Families states that AB 296 would not have a state fiscal impact on the state level and would have an indeterminate impact on the local level.  Any increase in funding for county programs would not impact the Department’s funding for the program.  It is unknown how many counties would apply for these grants and the number of child welfare cases that would be served in those counties. 





A fiscal estimate prepared by the Department of Health Services in June of 2009 states that AB 296 would have an indeterminate/increase existing appropriations effect on the state level and an indeterminate/permissive cost increase on the local level. It is difficult to estimate the precise increase in GPR costs and amount of additional federal funding that could be claimed by either the county or the state. 





Supporters Message:





Assembly Bill 296 emphasizes the process that the child’s family, service providers, and informal resource network work together to respond to the needs of the child and family, rather than an individual approach. 


This legislation makes a small investment by the state that will have a greater return through better outcomes for children and families.





Opponents Message:





No opposing arguments were made against Assembly Bill 296.  Since the Joint Finance Committee amended the $1,466,000 GPR appropriation amount, it could be argued that there is less concern over the fiscal estimate.














February 25, 2010





AB 296 – Children and Families in Multiple Systems of Care  Joint Legislative Council











2009-10


 Issue & Bill


Summaries








2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Assembly Republican Caucus





Children and Families








AB 296 – Children and Families in Multiple Systems of Care (p. 2)    Joint Legislative Council














Key Supporters:





Members of the Special Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families; Representative Kestell, co-chair – 27th Assembly District; Senator Taylor, co-chair – 4th Senate District; Sarah Diedrick-Kasdorf, Wisconsin Counties Association; Disability Rights of Wisconsin; the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families; Dan Naylor, White Pine Consulting Service – Waupaca, WI.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 296.  The Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin registered with the GAB, but did not offer a position.





Committee Vote:





On September 8, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Children and Families recommended passage of AB 296, as amended, on a vote of 7-0.  On February 17, 2010 the Joint Committee on Finance recommended passage of AB 296, as amended, by a vote of 16-0.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Dave Matzen; Office of Rep. Steve Kestell (6-8530)
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