
Summary of Bill: (as amended)





Assembly Bill (AB) 282 provides the guidelines for the creation of regional transit authorities (RTAs) similar to ones created in the last budget bill.  





Substitute Amendment 1 Is fully outlined in legislative council’s amendment memo.  The highlights of which are a vehicle to fast track new revenue streams, $9 million dollars of state transportation fund money for incentives to municipalities wishing to participate, and an increase of bonding authority to $250 million.





Fiscal Effect:





This bill is permissive allowing for RTAs to collect up to .5% sales tax to fund the transit system.  WISDOR would collect the tax and keep a small amount to fund the additional workload.  





Supporters Message:





Public transportation is important enough to have its own funding source.  According to many testimonials at the Assembly Public Hearing, mass transit is the most important factor to getting the economy on track.  (Not taxes, regulation, or workforce development)





Opponents Message:





This measure is creating another layer of government that will have the ability to tax, acquire a property by condemnation, borrow money through bonding and in some instances receive state transportation funds.  Furthermore, this is a revenue stream for the expansion of passenger rail that many believe will be a financial liability due to lack of population density, cost per rider, ongoing operating expenses, and legacy costs.





Key Supporters:





Sierra Club - John Muir Chapter, League of Women Voters of Wisconsin Education Fund Inc, Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SERTA), Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce & Industry, United Transportation Union, Wisconsin Counties Association, Wisconsin Public Interest Research Group (WISPIRG), Wisconsin Urban & Rural Transit Association, Clean Wisconsin Inc, Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups Inc, Disability Rights Wisconsin





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against in committee or with the ethics board. 





Committee Vote:





On April 1, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Transportation recommended passage as amended of AB 282. [8-2] Stone and Bies absent.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Jason Bauknecht; Office of Rep. Petrowski (6-1182)
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