

Summary of Bill 281:


Current law prohibits the sale of household cleaning products that contain more than 0.5 percent phosphorus by weight and dishwashing detergents that contain more than 8.7 percent phosphorus by weight.  Industrial cleaning products are not covered. 





AB 281, authored by Rep. Black, reduces the amount of phosphorus in household dishwashing detergent to 0.5% of weight.  (Products used in the dishwasher.) Non-household dishwashing products are not addressed.   





Fiscal Effect:


none


Supporters Message:


Keeping phosphorus out of our water is good.  Too much phosphorus can cause excess algae and weed growth.   


Most surrounding states have similar restrictions. 


More than one third of Wisconsin’s treatment plants do not remove phosphorus from the water they discharge.  This is an inexpensive way to get at the problem. 





Opponents Message:





Current phosphate free dishwashing detergents do not do a very good job cleaning dishes.  





Some products recommend turning water up to 140 degrees to increase effectiveness.  This temperature is way over the recommend temperature of 120 degrees to avoid burns in the elderly and young. 





Reduced-phosphorus detergents are more expensive.





Key Supporters:


Representative Spencer Black  (author); Tami Jackson, WI Assoc. of Lakes; Dennis Griesing, Soup & Detergent Association; Kevin Shafter, MMSD; George Myer, WI Wildlife Federation; Dick Lamers, Tainter Menomin Lake Improvement Assoc.; Julie Baldwin, MEG Wastewater and Amber Myer Smith, Clean WI. 





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against 281, and no one registered against it with the GAB.


Committee Vote:


On June 10, 2009, the Assembly Committee Natural Resources recommended passage of AB 281, 14-0. [Rep. Hraychuck absent] 


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Ginger Mueller; Office of Rep. Jim Ott (6-0486)
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