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Summary of Bill (as amended):


AB 277 prohibits discrimination in housing on the basis of a person’s status as a victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.  This type of discrimination is described under the bill as the status of a person who is seeking to rent or purchase housing or of a member or prospective member of the person’s household having been or being believed (by the seller or landlord of the housing) to be a victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, sexual assault of a child, repeated sexual assault of a child, or stalking.





The bill also prohibits a housing owner from requiring that a person seeking to buy or rent supply information concerning the person’s status as a victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.





Assembly Amendment 1 to AB 277 (introduced by Rep. Parisi) provides a landlord is not discriminating on the basis of being a victim of sexual assault if the tenant violates conditions of the rental agreement or of a statute granting the landlord possession of the premises.  In these situations, to avoid eviction, the tenant must prove that the landlord knew the tenant was a victim of domestic or sexual abuse or stalking, or that the tenant had either sought an injunction against the offending person or submitted written notice to the landlord that the offending person is no longer an invited guest of the tenant.





Fiscal Effect:


This bill is not expected to have a fiscal impact to the state.





Supporters Message:


Victims of domestic abuse should not be subject to discrimination in housing and should be protected as other classes have been when it comes to housing.


Landlords should not have the ability to deny someone a place to live due to their status as a victim of domestic or sexual abuse.





Opposition Arguments:


Victims of domestic abuse may inadvertently bring the troubles of their situation to bear on other tenants or neighbors.





Key Supporters:


Representatives Joe Parisi, Senator Spencer Coggs (co-authors); Senators Tim Carpenter, Jeff Plale, and Lena Taylor; Tony Gibart, WI Coalition Against Domestic Violence; Antonia Vann, Asha Family Services; Bob Andersen, Legal Action of WI; John Keckhaver, WI Coalition Against Sexual Assault; ACLU of WI; Mental Health America of WI; WI Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Assn.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 277 during the committee hearing or at the GAB website.





Committee Vote/Bill History:


On October 14, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Housing passed AA 1 to AB 277 on a vote of 7-0 and then passed AB 277 as amended on a vote of 7-0.





Staff Author of Bill Summary
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