
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Assembly Bill (AB) 276 addresses the composition of the UW System Board of Regents by dividing the state into seven geographical areas called “districts”.  These districts are made up of specified counties under the bill.  AB 276 requires that at least one citizen member of the Board of Regents reside in each district.  Under current law there are 14 citizen members that serve on the Board of Regents.  The bill’s requirement takes effect on January 1, 2015.





Assembly Amendment 1 to AB 276 eliminates the statutory effective date of January 1, 2015 and adds two nonstatutory provisions.  The first nonstatutory provision clarifies that citizen members of the Regents serving on the effective date of this law may continue to serve until a successor is appointed and qualified.





The second nonstatutory provision directs the Governor to make appointments to the Board of Regents so as to bring the membership of the board into compliance with this legislation by January 1, 2012, [AA1 to AB 276 adopted 12-0].





Fiscal Effect:


No fiscal estimate required for this bill.





Supporters Message:


The Board of Regents needs to have regional diversity to better represent the 26 geographically distributed campuses in the system.  Historically, the appointments to the Board of Regents have been dominated by individuals from the Madison and Milwaukee area.





Opponents Message:


Regents should be appointed based on merit, background and abilities.  Not by an address.  This bill fails to address issues relating to accountability by the membership of the Board of Regents.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Jeff Smith, Author; United Council of UW Students; and Rep. John Murtha, Cosponsor. 





Key Opponents:


No citizen or group opposed this bill during the committee process.  





Committee Vote:


On September 30, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Colleges and Universities recommended passage of AB 276, as amended, on a vote of 8-4. [Nass, Rhoades, Townsend and Ballweg voted Aye; Gottlieb voted No.]





Ranking Member Bill Summary


Mike Mikalsen; Office of Rep. Steve Nass (6-5715)
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