
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 275 establishes the Physical Therapy Examining Board, an independent body no longer attached to the Medical Examining Board.  Currently, physical therapists and assistants are licensed by their affiliated credentialing board that is attached to the Medical Examining Board.  Generally, affiliated boards regulate their profession, do not practice independently and practice in collaboration with, in this case a physician.





Assemble Bill 275 is following the national trend by establishing a stand-alone examining board; at present roughly two-thirds of the states have passed similar legislation.





Fiscal Effect:





A fiscal estimate was not required for Assembly Bill 275.





Supporters Message:





For over 10 tens years the Physical Therapists Credentialing Board has essentially operated independently and has not required any guidance or intervention by the Medical Examining Board.


Unlike other affiliated professions, the Physical Therapists presently have direct access authority with patients and do not require a physician referral.


Concerns over “scope of practice & oversight” are nothing more than a red herring; any expansion above & beyond current practice for the physical therapists would have to follow the rule making process, where the Medical Examining Board could weigh in, among others.


Finally, neither the Medical Examining Board nor the Wisconsin Medical Society opposes Assembly Bill 275.





Opponents Message:





AB 275 will remove any oversight that the affiliated Medical Examining Board presently may exercise.


Also, the physical therapists scope of practice will be expanded beyond what is currently in place.


Finally, Assembly Bill 275 will shift the rule making authority away from the affiliated board.





Key Supporters:





Representative Bernard Schaber (author); Senator Robson; Rob Worth, President, WI Physical Therapy Association; Bill Boissonnault, WI Physical Therapy Association; Jason Johns, WI Physical Therapy Association; Bob Welch, WI Occupational Therapy Association; Jane Stroede, PTACB.





Key Opponents:





Ryan Berry, President, Prevention First; Scot Stenger, WI Athletic Trainer’s Association.





Committee Vote:


On October 14th, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Health and Health Care Reform recommended passage of AB 275 on a vote of 11 - 0. [Reps. Vukmir, Rhoades, Strachota & Nygren voted Aye; Rep. Stone was not present, excused.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Dean Cady; Office of Rep. Leah Vukmir (6-9180)
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