
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill 262 – this bill changes the definition of a “Local Organization” for the purpose of determining eligibility for a raffle license.  Current statute defines that a “Local Organization” is limited to a specific geographic area within this state.  The new definition would add, “or …that is partly within this state and partly within another state.”





Fiscal Effect:





The fiscal estimate prepared for Assembly Bill 262 by the Department of Administration said the fiscal effect is indeterminate.  The Division of Gaming would be able to absorb the cost of processing the additional applications, and they would receive additional revenue from those applications.  However, they have no way to estimate how many organizations that would be eligible under the new definition would choose to file an application.





Supporters Message:





This will allow “Local Organizations” that are located in border communities to have the same fund raising options as organizations that are wholly within the state.


The organizations that are based in Wisconsin, but provide some charitable service to our neighbors in adjacent states should not be penalized because they help somebody on either side of a line on a map.


These local charitable organizations better our communities.





Opponents Message:





Raffles are just another form of gambling and the state should not be permitting the expansion of these activities.


There are other options available to charitable organizations for fund raising.





Key Supporters:





Representative John Nygren (Author) and Senator Jim Holperin (Co-sponsor).





Key Opponents:





No individual or organization testified or registered against AB 262 or SB 193 in committee, and nobody registered against it with the Government Accountability Board.





Committee Vote:





On June 23, 2009, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Homeland Security recommended passage of AB 262 on a vote of 8-0. Also, on June 23, 2009, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Homeland Security recommended concurrence of SB 193 on a vote of 8-0.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Vince Williams; Office of Rep. Joan Ballweg (6-8077)
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