

Summary of Bill





Assembly Bill 251: Under current law, the Council on Veterans Programs advises the Veterans Board and the Department of Veterans Affairs regarding veteran’s issues and problems.  The Council consists of numerous members and are all appointed to one-year terms.  These Council members are appointed by the Governor.





Currently serving on the Council is one member from the American Legion, the Disabled American Veterans, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Marine Corps League, the Navy Club of the U.S.A., the AMVETS, the American Ex-prisoners of War, the Vietnam Veterans Against the War, Inc., the Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc., the Catholic War Veterans of the U.S.A., the Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A., the Polish Legion of American Veterans, the National Association for Black Veterans, Inc., the Army and Navy Union of the United States of America, the Wisconsin Association of Concerned Veteran Organizations, the United Women Veterans, Inc., the U.S. Submarine Veterans of World War II, the Wisconsin Vietnam Veterans, Inc., the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the American Red Cross, the Wisconsin county veterans service officers, the Wisconsin chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America, the Wisconsin Council of the Military Officers Association of America, and the Retired Enlisted Association.





This bill adds one member to the Council from the Wisconsin American GI Forum.  





Fiscal Effect:





There is no fiscal impact regarding Assembly Bill 251.





Supporters Message:





The members of the Wisconsin American GI Forum should have a voice on the Council of Veterans Programs as do the majority of other veteran’s organizations in Wisconsin.





Opponents Message:





None





Key Supporters:





Rep. Hilgenberg (author); Sen. Sullivan (Senate author); The Department of Veterans Affairs registered in favor at committee.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB-251, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:





On September 1, the Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommended concurrence (10-0).  





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Waylon Hurlburt; Office of Rep. Kevin Petersen (6-3794)
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