
Summary of Bill: 





Assembly Bill (AB) 242 would clarify current law regarding the maintenance of nonconforming outdoor advertising signs.  Under this bill, a sign owner would be allowed to make repairs to nonconforming signs up to 50% of the replacement cost of the billboard every 36 months.  Current law allows nonconforming signs to remain in place so long as they are not destroyed, abandoned or discontinued, but is unclear in regard to the timeframe for maintenance. 





Fiscal Effect:





The DOT fiscal estimate indicates they would need $595,000 to fund an additional 7 positions within the department to regulate the maintenance of these signs.  (Supporters of the bill contest the accuracy of the estimate, pointing out that DOT is already regulating these signs under current law, and has the authority charge outdoor advertisers annual fees to cover program costs.)





Supporters Message:





Tourism is a very important part of Wisconsin’s economy and tourism based businesses rely heavily on outdoor advertising.  This bill does not create any additional signs, rather it clarifies existing regulations on signs that were constructed legally, but became nonconforming due to decisions by state or local governments.  





Proponents of removing all nonconforming signs also support removing all billboards, regardless of status.  Numerous other states have similar maintenance regulations and none have lost any federal funds as a result.





Opponents Message:





Nonconforming signs should be removed as they are eyesores and may present a safety hazard.  The bill could cost the state federal dollars if it violated the Federal Highway Beautification Act.





Key Supporters:





Outdoor Advertising Association of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Association of Campground Owners, Wisconsin Association of Convention & Visitors Bureaus, Wisconsin Beer Distributors Association Inc, Wisconsin Grocers Association, Inc., Wisconsin Innkeepers Association, Wisconsin Petroleum Marketers & Convenience Store Association, Midwest Hardware Association Inc.





Key Opponents:





Citizens for a Scenic Wisconsin, Wisconsin Alliance of Cities Inc.





Committee Vote:





On April 15, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Transportation recommended passage of AB 242. [9-2] 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Tim Fiocchi; Office of Rep. Petrowski (6-1182)





AB 242 – Nonconforming outdoor signs			 Rep. Staskunas





Transportation








2009-10


 Issue & Bill Summaries








2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Assembly Republican Caucus





April 20, 2010








