
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 236, as originally introduced, provides that if a high school student earns at least two science credits, the school board must award the student additional science credits for completing high school courses in agriculture that the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has determined qualify as science courses.


 


Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 to AB 236, introduced by Rep. Mark Radcliffe, eliminates the requirement under the bill that a student earn at least two other science credits before they can be awarded science credits for completing courses in agriculture that DPI has determined qualify as science courses.  Under the substitute amendment, the school board must award a high school student a science credit for successfully completing an agriculture course that DPI determines qualifies as science.  [ASA 1 to AB 236 adopted 11-0]





Fiscal Effect:


A fiscal estimate was not required for AB 236.





Supporters Message:


Many agricultural education classes incorporate the concepts of science and technology into their curriculums, because there are very few careers in agriculture that do not require competency in these areas.


A key component to maintaining a strong agricultural industry and workforce is allowing and encouraging students to receive the appropriate credit for the agricultural courses they choose to enroll in.





Opponents Message:


AB 236 mandates that school boards grant science credit to a student who successfully completes an agriculture course deemed equivalent to science.  Obtaining DPI approval for equivalency is an optional process for school districts.  Although it is highly unlikely a school district would go to the effort of getting a course deemed as science-equivalent and then not grant the credit, there may be unusual circumstances which warrant this action by a school board.  For this reason, it can be argued that school boards should be given flexibility in awarding credit if warranted by local circumstances.





Key Supporters:


Representative Mark Radcliffe (author); Senator Kathleen Vinehout; Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation; Dairy Business Association; Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association; Cooperative Network Association; Wisconsin Farmers Union; Wisconsin Agribusiness Council; Wisconsin Farmers Union.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 236, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On May 28, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Agriculture recommended passage of AB 236, as amended, on a vote of 11-0. [A. Ott, Nerison, Murtha, Tauchen, and Brooks voted Aye.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Erin Ruby; Office of Rep. Al Ott (6-5831)
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