
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Assembly Bill (AB) 219 mandates that a person may not operate a recreational boat that is less than 26 feet in length unless every person on the boat who is 12 years old or younger is wearing a personal flotation device or is in a cabin space below the deck.  The penalty for violating this provision is $50 for the first offense and not more than $100 for a subsequent offense.





Assembly Amendment 1 to AB 219 exempts violators from having to pay certain court surcharges, including: the $13 crime lab surcharge, the $68 court support services surcharge, and the $21.50 justice information surcharge.





Fiscal Effect:


The bill has no state or local fiscal impact.





Supporters Message:


This will help increase boat safety for young children.  





Opponents Message:


While this safety equipment may be desirable, parents are capable of making decisions about what is necessary to protect the safety of their children while boating.


This bill is an example of unnecessary government interference in citizens’ lives.


While the fine may not seem large on the surface, there are numerous court surcharges that would end up costing a person who is ticketed more than the actual fine itself.


Surrounding states that have this type of requirement mandate the minimum age at 5 or 6, not 12 years of age.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Fred Clark, Josh Zepnick, and Tony Staskunas; Senator Jim Sullivan; National Transportation Safety Board; United States Power Squadron; U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary; Mercury Marine; Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.





Key Opponents:


No one testified against the bill, but a number of committee members raised concerns.





Committee Vote:


On October 29, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Tourism, Recreation & State Properties recommended passage of AB 219, as amended, on a vote of 6-2 [Kaufert & M. Williams voting no].  





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Adam Field; Office of Rep. Dean Kaufert (6-5719)
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