

Summary of Bill (as amended):


Assembly Bill 198 would require the Department of Transportation to include on highway service maps and folded highway maps each veterans memorial bridge or highway and locations of specific veterans memorials, homes, and museums.  





Specific veterans memorials, homes, and museums included are:


Memorial Park in the city of Arcadia in Trempealeau County.


All Veterans’ Memorial in the village of Clear Lake in Polk County.


The Highground Veterans Memorial Park near the city of Neillsville in Clark County.


The Milwaukee County War Memorial Center in the city of Milwaukee in Milwaukee County.


The Richard I. Bong Veterans Heritage Center in the city of Superior in Douglas County.


The Wisconsin Korean War Veterans Memorial in the village of Plover in Portage County.


The Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery near the city of Spooner in Washburn County.


The Southern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery near the village of Union Grove in Racine County.


The Central Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery at King near the city of Waupaca in Waupaca County.


The Wisconsin Veterans Home at King near the city of Waupaca in Waupaca County.


The Wisconsin Veterans Home at Union Grove near the village of Union Grove in Racine County.


The Wisconsin Veterans Museum in the city of Madison in Dane County.


The Wisconsin National Guard Museum in the village of Camp Douglas in Juneau County.





The Department of Transportation would be required to publish these veterans locations, bridges, and highways on all maps printed for sale and distribution to the public.  This bill would apply to the first maps published after the effective date of this bill.


Fiscal Effect:


A fiscal estimate from the Department of Transportation estimates $480 in added costs to the department for man hours related to adding this content to state maps.  This can be absorbed in the agency budget.  In the fiscal estimate, the Department of Transportation recommended that this information not be added to state maps due to unavailable space.


Supporters Message:


Assembly Bill 198 will honor our veterans and their sacrifice by placing veterans bridges, highways, and markers on state maps.  The placement of these locations on state maps will also draw more tourists to the sites which will increase tourism and attention to the sacrifice of Wisconsin’s veterans.


Opponents Message:


None.


Key Supporters:


Rep. Amy Sue Vruwink (author).  The Department of Military Affairs, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars registered in favor at the public hearing.  The United Transportation Union registered in favor of the bill with the Government Accountability Board.  


Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against Assembly Bill 198, and no one registered against it with the Government Accountability Board.  


Committee Vote:


On July 28, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommended passage of Assembly Bill 198, on a vote of 9-0-1. [Representative Townsend was absent.]


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Waylon Hurlburt; Office of Representative Kevin Petersen (6-3794)
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