
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 186 - would prohibit the manufacturing, distributing, or delivering of salvinorin A, the psychotropic ingredient found in the plant Salvia divinorum, with the intent that it be consumed by a person. 





The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) does not recognize any form of Salvia divinorum for homeopathic use; however AB 186 ensures that only those abusing the drug for recreational purposes would be punished should the FDA approve homeopathic salvia use for those 18 and older at some point in the future.


 


Neither salvinorin A nor Salvia divinorum are regulated by the federal government under the Controlled Substances Act (CSA); however, the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has labeled salvia a “drug of concern” and is monitoring reports of abuse.  The DEA is also in the process of conducting an Eight Factor Analysis as required by the CSA to assess the dangers of this drug.  Fourteen states currently regulate the production, consumption, and/or selling of Salvia divinorum and/or salvinorin A. 





Fiscal Effect:


No fiscal estimate was required.





Supporters Message:


When consumed, salvinorin A can cause intense hallucinogenic effects similar to marijuana, which is a schedule I controlled substance.  


A low concentration of this potent drug can produce a high that generally lasts about ten minutes or longer.  During that time, users could inflict harm on themselves or become a potential danger to the public should they operate a motor vehicle and cause an accident.





Opponents Message:


It is unknown how widespread this problem is in Wisconsin and if this bill is necessary as there have not been a large number of salvia cases submitted to the crime laboratories for analysis. 


If the federal government decides to control salvia federally, the Controlled Substance Board of the Crime Laboratory would likely adopt the federal language and make it a controlled substance even if this bill does not pass. 


The Controlled Substance Board is concerned that the exception to the law if the substance is used or sold as a homeopathic drug is a huge potential loophole as it does not define what a homeopathic drug is. 


Key Supporters:


Representative David Cullen, author; Shledon Wasserman, MD testified in favor of the bill in committee   The Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association registered in favor of the bill with the GAB.


Key Opponents:


No organization or individual registered against the bill in committee or with the GAB.  





The Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin registered but did not disclose its position. 


Committee Vote:


On August 25, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Public Health recommended passage of AB186 on a vote of 7-0


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Sara Buschman; Office of Rep. Pat Strachota (4-8486)


























AB 186  –  Prohibit Salvinorin A  		                               Rep. Cullen





Public Health








2009-10


 Issue & Bill Summaries








2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Assembly Republican Caucus





September 17, 2009








