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Summary of Bill:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB181hst.html" ��Assembly Bill (AB) 181� Under current law, a person who knowingly commits an operating while suspended (OWS), operating after revocation (OAR), or operating without a license (OWL) violation and causes great bodily harm or death to another person, is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.





Assembly Bill 181 would amend statutes so that a person who “knowingly” commits an OWS, OAR, or OWL violation could be found guilty of a Class I felony if the person causes great bodily harm to another person, and could be found guilty of a Class H felony if the person causes the death of another person.  ���HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lc/publications/amendment/2009/PDFs/ab181.pdf"��Assembly Amendment (AA) 1 to AB 181� When Assembly Bill 181 was introduced, the penalty for repeat operating a motor vehicle after revocation (OAR) within a five-year period was a fine of not more than $2,500, imprisonment for not more than one year in the county jail, or both.  Since the introduction of Assembly Bill 181, 2009 Wisconsin Act 28 (Biennial Budget Act) decriminalized repeat OAR by making the penalty a forfeiture of not more than $2,500.





Because Assembly Bill 181 reorganizes pertinent statutes, the criminal penalty for repeat OAR in place at the time the bill was introduced, while unchanged by the bill, is set forth in the text of the bill.  Therefore, if enacted as introduced, the penalty language in the bill for repeat OAR would conflict with the new penalty under Act 28.  AA 1 reconciles the bill with Act 28 by removing the criminal penalty language of the bill as it applies to repeat OAR; therefore, the penalty for repeat OAR would be the forfeiture provided under Act 28.  [AA 1 to AB 181 adopted 10-0-1; (Soletski excused)]





Fiscal Effect:





The �HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=9812"��Wisconsin Department of Corrections� and Department of Transportation estimate indeterminate increases in state costs which would not be able to be absorbed into the departments’ budgets. The�HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=9813"�� Department of Justice�,�HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=9811"�� District Attorneys�,�HYPERLINK "http://fes.doa.state.wi.us/combined_view.asp?aid=9815"�� and Public Defender Board� estimate no increase in costs.





According to estimates, there is no local fiscal impact





Key Supporters:





Representatives Peggy Krusick (Assembly author) and Josh Zepnick, Rob Dams, Police Chief, Greendale.  The following groups registered in favor: Senator Jeff Plale, WI Chiefs of Police Association and Milwaukee Police Association.  The following groups registered in favor with the WI Board of Ethics: Wellpoint Inc./Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield of Wisconsin, WI County Police Association, WI Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 181, nor registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Supporters Message:


AB 181 would substantially increase the penalty for ANY injury sustained during pursuit of an individual believed to have committed a crime, regardless of intent.





Opponents Message:


AB 181 broadens the range of penalties and thus, will increase the caseload for agencies that prosecute these felonies.
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Committee Vote:





On August 20, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice recommended passage of AB 181, as amended, on a vote of 8-2-1.  [Friske, Kessler; (Soletski excused)]





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Daniel Lindstedt; Office of Rep. Joel Kleefisch (6-8551)
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