
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 178 will remove the requirement for the court to take possession of the physical driver’s license under revocation, suspension, or during an OWI arrest.  This bill also starts the suspension of driving privileges from the day of conviction rather than the day of reapplication for a valid driver’s license.  This bill provides for automatic reinstatement of a person's revoked operating privilege if the applicable period of revocation has expired and the person has applied for reinstatement and paid to DOT the applicable fee.








Fiscal Effect:





DOJ expects no fiscal impact.





DOT will experience an indeterminate effect but did say they would experience labor savings.





Supporters Message:





This bill will help avoid situations where a person was in jail and reapplies for a license, only to find out their suspension of privileges did not start while they were in jail.  Also, this bill saves DOT and police the work of having to physically take licenses and to reissue new licenses.  The automatic reinstatement will hopefully streamline the applicant’s process of getting back there license, thus getting back to work sooner. 





Opponents Message:





The case could be made that this is not being tough on crime.





Key Supporters:





Rep. Grigsby, Sen. Taylor, Rep. Kessler, James Gramling, Milwaukee — Center for Driver's License Recovery, Nichole Yunk, Milwaukee — Justice 2000, City of Milwaukee.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against in committee or registered against with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:





On May 7, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Transportation unanimously recommended passage of AB 178. [12-0]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Jason Bauknecht; Office of Rep. Petrowski (6-1182)
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